The Rafinesque’s Big-eared Bat 2nd Annual Meeting took place on February 19, 2008 in Blacksburg, Virginia.  More than 50 biologists in the southeastern region gathered to present information on survey, monitoring and research efforts for this special concern species.  A good portion of the meeting was devoted to discussing the upcoming Symposium on Conservation and Management of Big-eared Bats in the Eastern U.S. which will take place on March 9 – 11, 2010 in Athens, Georgia. Several agency and organization representatives were invited to present information regarding big-eared bat work being done by their organization as well as comments/suggestions for the upcoming Symposium. Below is the agenda.

PROGRAM

Rafinesque’s Big-eared Bat Working Group 

19 February 2008   Blacksburg, VA

1:30-3:00   GENERAL MEETING
General Session 

· Welcome/Meeting Objectives/ Introductions

Alison McCartney RBEBWG Chair, Mary Kay Clark, RBEBWG Vice-Chair, 

Bree McMurray, RBEBWG Secretary

· Member Reports/Updates/Handouts – all participants
Subgroup Reports 

· Rafinesque’s Big-eared Bat Use of Artificial Roosts 

       Mylea Bayless, Bat Conservation International     

· Rafinesque’s Big-eared Bat Genetics and Phylogeography 

Toni Piaggio, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Wildlife    Services (presented by Alison McCartney, BLM)  


Special Presentations 
· Acoustic Monitoring of Rafinesque’s Big-eared Bat 

 Leigh Stuemke and Dr. Chris Comer, Stephen F. Austin State University

· Ambient Temperature Effect on Roost Site Selection by Corynorhinus rafinesquii (Rafinesque’s Big-eared Bat) in a Bottomland Hardwood Forest Streambed 
        Chris L. Rice and Kim Marie Tolson, University of Louisiana at Monroe

3:00-3:15   BREAK

3:15-5:00 CORYNORHINUS SYMPOSIUM PLANNING   

Corynorhinus Symposium Steering Committee

Committee Chair – Steven Castleberry, Univ. of Georgia, Athens

Symposium Introduction - Steven Castleberry 
           Statements: Invited Agency and Organization Representatives 
· Mylea Bayless, Bat Conservation International 

· Bob Currie, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Ecological Services

· Janet Ertel, USFWS, Refuge System

· Dennis Krusac, US Forest Service 

· Blake Sasse, State agency (Arkansas)

· Craig Stihler, State agency (West Virginia)

· Trina Morris, State agency (Georgia)

· Ben Wigley, NCASI/Forest Industry

· Chester Martin, USACE

Discussion and Wrap-up – all participants
