The Rafinesque’s Big-eared Bat 1st Annual Meeting was held on February 14, 2007 in Destin, Florida.  More than 50 biologists in the southeastern region gathered to present information on survey, monitoring and research efforts for this special concern species.  The attendees included representatives from the U.S. Forest Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Refuge staff, state wildlife agencies, non-governmental agencies and environmental consultants. The success of this meeting far exceeded expectations, with standing room only at the meeting.  Outcomes include a mailing list, a centralized library including gray literature on this species and plans for representation on the web.  The list and library are maintained by Alison McCartney.  Below is the agenda.

PROGRAM

Rafinesque’s Big-eared Bat Working Group 

14 February 2007    Embassy Suites, Destin FL

REGISTRATION 

12:00-1:00    

Registration for all meetings held 14-16 Feb. will be open:

Rafinesque’s Big-eared Bat Working Group, SBDN, and SE Mammal Colloquium

(Speakers for Rafinesque’s Big-eared Bat Working Group should load presentations during this time.)

___________________________________________________________________

1:00-1:15   PART I: Welcome & Introduction

Mary K. Clark, SBDN & NC Wildlife Diversity Program, Raleigh, NC    mary.k.clark@earthlink.net
Bree McMurray, Missouri Dept. of Transportation Jefferson City, MO   bree.mcmurray@modot.mo.gov
Alison McCartney, MS Dept. Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks & Museum Natural Science, Jackson MS alison.mccartney@mmns.state.ms.us
Jessica Lucas, Clemson University, Clemson, SC  JSLUCAS@clemson.edu
1:15-3:15  PART II: Selected Presentations: Recent and Long-term Investigations

What's Genetics got to do with it? How Genetic Tools and Analyses Can Help Us Learn about Corynorhinus rafinesquii  
Antoinette J. Piaggio, USDA/APHIS/National Wildlife Research Center USDA/ National Wildlife Research Center, 4101 LaPorte Ave.  Fort Collins, Colorado 80521  Toni.J.Piaggio@aphis.usda.gov
Use of Man-made Structures by Rafinesque’s Big-eared Bat in Southern Arkansas

David A. Saugey, U.S. Forest Service, Ouachita National Forest, Hot Springs, AR; Daniel R. England (retired), Department of Biology, Southern Arkansas University, Magnolia, AR.  D. Blake Sasse, Non-game Mammal Coordinator, Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, Little Rock, AR.  dsaugey@fs.fed.us
Where are Rafinesque’s Big-eared Bats Found in Northeastern Arkansas?

R. E. Medlin Jr. and T. S. Risch. Department of Biological Sciences, Arkansas State University, State University, AR 72467   rex.medlin@smail.astate.edu
Protection of the Rafinesque's big-eared bat (Corynorhinus rafinesquii)

Population in Great Smoky Mountains National Park's Abandoned Mines
Robert R. Currie, US Fish and Wildlife Service,160 Zillicoa Street, Asheville, NC 28801 
Robert_Currie@fws.gov 
Distribution and Relative Abundance of Rafinesque's Big-eared Bat in Mississippi
Alison S. McCartney,  Chester O. Martin and Bruce M. Sabol, US Army Environmental Research and Development Center, and W.  Marshall McCartney, MS Department of 

Environmental Quality alison.mccartney@mmns.state.ms.us
Artificial Roosts for Rafinesque’s Big-eared Bats

Mylea L. Bayless,  Bat Conservation International, P.O. Box 162603, Austin, TX 78716; mbayless@batcon.org;  Selena Kiser, 1740 Augustine Place, Tallahassee, FL 32301; roosts@batcon.org, Mark Kiser, FL Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Wildlife Viewing Section, 620 S. Meridian St. 5B4, Tallahassee, FL 32399; mark.kiser@myfwc.com

3:15-3:30   BREAK
3:30-4:00   Part III: State presentations
4:00-5:00   Part IV: Management Perspectives

Engaging NGO's in Local Conservation Issues 
Laurie Ann Macdonald, Florida Director, Defenders of  Wildlife,233 Third Street North, Suite 201, St Petersburg, Florida 33701; lmacdonald@defenders.org; www.defenders.org
Considerations for Conservation of Rafinesque’s Big-eared Bats on Forest 
Industry Lands 

Darren A. Miller, Weyerhaeuser Company, P.O. Box 2288, Columbus, MS 39701; darren.miller@weyerhaeuser.com; T. Bentley Wigley, National Council for Air and Stream Improvement, Inc., PO Box 340317, Clemson, SC  29634-0317; bwigley@ncasi.org
Conservation Challenges and Issues for Rafinesque’s Big-eared Bat on National Wildlife Refuges

David Richardson, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge, 2970 Bluff Lake Road, Brooksville, MS  39739; David_Richardson@FWS.GOV.
Rafinesque's Big-eared Bat Conservation Efforts on Southern National Forests 

Dennis L. Krusac, USDA Forest Service, 1720 Peachtree Road, NW, Atlanta, GA  30309 dkrusac@fs.fed.us
5:00-5:30    Part V: Discussion
Mary K. Clark, SBDN & NC Wildlife Diversity Program, Raleigh, NC    mary.k.clark@earthlink.net
Dennis Krusac, USDA Forest Service, Atlanta, GA  30309 dkrusac@fs.fed.us
Mike Lacki, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY    mlacki@uky.edu
5:30-7:30 Managers Reception in hotel lobby---beer, wine, simple mixed drinks and light snacks

(free for those with reserved lodging at the Embassy Suites)
